Donald W. Clark
September 6, 1920 - April 7, 2018

Donald Wayne Clark was born September 6, 1920, the son of James A. Clark and Etta
Alvera Clark. He passed away at the Dunlap Care Center in Dunlap, Iowa, Saturday, April
7, 2018, at the age of 97 years, 7 months and 1 day.
Donald was born on the family farm in Boyer Township, Crawford County, Iowa, the fourth
born of eight living children. He graduated from Dow City High School in 1938. After high
school, he went to Waterloo, Iowa, to work at Rath Packing Plant.
He was united in marriage to Mary Cleota “Tote” Brasel, the daughter of Elmer N. Brasel
and Anne L. Brasel on May 24, 1941, at St. Patrick Catholic Church Rectory in Dunlap,
Iowa. To this union was born four children, two daughters and two sons. When first
married, they lived in Waterloo, Iowa, where LaDonna was born. Later in 1942, they
moved to a farm south of Dunlap, Iowa. In May of 1943, Janet was born. After four years,
they moved to the Shea farm, where they resided until 1956. In 1957, they purchased their
farm in Paradise Township and farmed there until retiring to Dow City in 1969.
Don enjoyed going to farm sales, visiting with family and friends and traveling to see the
grandchildren. Don and Tote traveled to Florida for 33 winters. Don continued to go to their
Bradenton, Florida, home for three years after Tote passed away. He truly loved being
there, for the sunny, bright, warm winter days. He would say “Ah, another day in
Paradise.”
Don was preceded in death by his wife, Tote; his parents; two infant sons, Donald Wayne
Jr. and Leonard Leo; four brothers, Russell and his wife, Beth, James and his wife,
Percilla, Louis and his wife, Barbara and Richard and his wife, Patsy; one sister, Marion
and her husband, Edwin; one brother-in-law, Don; one sister-in-law, Faye; one son-in-law,
Gary; and two grandchildren, Jason and Marissa. Survivors include: two daughters,
LaDonna Mary and her husband, Frank, and Janet Carol; six grandchildren, Andrea and
her husband, Michael, Matthew, Kirk, Mitchell and his wife, Julie, Carissa and her
husband, Douglas, and Jordan and his wife, Jen; eight great-grandsons, Samuel,
Spencer, Sawyer, Grant, Luke, Benjamin, Nolan and Milo; one sister, Helen; one brother,
Francis; one sister-in-law, Mary Jane; numerous nieces and nephews; other relatives and
friends.

Cemetery

Events

Dow City Cemetery
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10

Dow City, IA, 51528

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Huebner Funeral Home - Denison
1437 Broadway, Denison, IA, US, 51442

APR
10

Prayer Service

07:00PM

Huebner Funeral Home - Denison
1437 Broadway, Denison, IA, US, 51442

APR
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Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

St. Mary Catholic Church
217 North Clark, Dow City, IA, US, 51528

Comments

“

Pete and Pearl are now in Dons winter city Bradenton Fl. We would usually visit Don
in his home here. We were sorry to hear of his passing but could just see Buzzy
greeting him at heavens gates. Heard it was beautiful service. Peace Don. Prayers to
all family

Pete snd pearl Reitz - April 11, 2018 at 08:52 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to Don and the family! Don was just a few doors down from
my dad Tom Murphy and the Dunlap Specialty Care. Don always waved and had a
smile! Prayers to you all! Annette Murphy-Gross and family

ANNETTE MURPHY-GROSS - April 09, 2018 at 09:45 AM

“

Lois Shook lit a candle in memory of Donald W. Clark

Lois Shook - April 09, 2018 at 12:46 AM

“

Andi Royce - Granddaughter lit a candle in memory of Donald W. Clark

Andi Royce - granddaughter - April 08, 2018 at 08:01 PM

“

Red is grandpa's favorite color.
Andi Royce - granddaughter - April 08, 2018 at 08:01 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Andi Royce - granddaughter - April 08, 2018 at 05:03 PM

“

I’m very sad that because of health problems I will not be able to attend my father’s
funeral in Iowa. My children, grandchildren and I want to thank all of you for your kind
words, prayers, and wonderful memories of my mom and dad.

Janet (Clark) Freie - April 08, 2018 at 04:18 PM

“
“

We love you Aunt Janet! Feel better.
Andi Royce - granddaughter - April 09, 2018 at 09:52 AM

Sending my thoughts & prayers to you & your family, Janet. I have many fond memories of
both your father & mother. May God bless and comfort you.
Karen Isenberger - April 10, 2018 at 06:31 PM

“

Janet (Clark) Freie lit a candle in memory of Donald W. Clark

Janet (Clark) Freie - April 08, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

Joyce Klein lit a candle in memory of Donald W. Clark

Joyce Klein - April 08, 2018 at 03:44 PM

“

I will always remember your friendly smile. You were a very sweet man. My dad Clark will
certainly miss you at the care center. RIP Don
Joyce - April 08, 2018 at 03:47 PM

“

So many good memories of Don and Tote that I can not tell about all of them. Their
home was always open to friends and family. Since Don was one of my older
cousins, he was able to share with me memories of my long-gone grandparents,
including a grandfather that died so long ago that I never knew him and a
grandmother that I do not remember since she died when I was 4. He was also able
to share stories of my older brothers, Lyle and Roland, who were about his age. He
had such a good memory and was willing to take the time to share with me what he
knew about my family. His personal memories were so much better than the
published family facts that are found in local history books. I have found all of the
Clark family to be gentle, caring people and now their children and grandchildren as
well. I couldn't ask for better people in my family tree. My sympathy to Donna, Janet,
their families and the nieces and nephews as well. Don will be greatly missed.

Herman & Nancy (Stepanek) Rosburg - April 08, 2018 at 03:37 PM

“

Janet Muff Kluver lit a candle in memory of Donald W. Clark

Janet Muff Kluver - April 07, 2018 at 07:23 PM

“

1 file added to the album Donald W. Clark

Diane Clark Cary - April 07, 2018 at 05:40 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Cara Jacobs - April 07, 2018 at 02:21 PM

“

When Marilyn's Aunt Tote died and her brother Wayne a couple of days later, I was in
England dealing with my father who had advanced Alzheiumer's and was being
admitted to a hospital, I immediately flew back to Iowa and made it or Tote's
memorial. As I approached Don ready to offer him my sympathies; before I could say
a word, he asked, "How's your Dad?" With everything he had on his own plate, he
was concerned about MY well being! I will always remember him as a man of peace,
at peace with himself and with the world. That peace emanated with his ever present
smile. It was a distinct pleasure to share time with him. We should all strive to regard
each other as Don regarded us, although I believe few of us possess that strength of
character.
Mark Ryan

Mark Ryan - April 07, 2018 at 02:07 PM

“

Uncle Donald was my mom Diane Clark Cary's uncle, and he was always happy to
see us. He and Aunt Tote always made an effort to see our family when we came to
visit from the Twin Cities. He was about the nicest person you could ever want to
meet. When I was about 3 or 4, he was talking to me as I was playing with some My
Little Ponies and when he asked what one pony's name was, I informed him that
actually, that one was a Pegasus. He was SO tickled that I corrected him and that I
knew that word! He asked me how my Pegasus was every time I saw him after that,
and it was always a reminder of how he took an interest in his grand niece. He was a

good uncle, and was so good to his whole family and everyone he met. He had a
great, long life and we will all miss him.
Erin Cary - April 07, 2018 at 01:35 PM

