Reynold L. Gehlsen
February 13, 1928 - April 30, 2020

Private Family Services will be held. Public invited to graveside service May 5 11:30 A.M.
Crawford Heights.
Reynold Louis Gehlsen was born February 13, 1928, at Westside,Iowa, the son of Peter
and Pauline Gehlsen. He passed away Thursday, April 30, 2020, surrounded by his family
at the Crawford County Memorial Hospital in Denison, Iowa, at the age of ninety-two.
Reynold graduated from Westside High School, where he participated in basketball and
was a member of the 2nd team All Conference. Reynold enlisted in the United States
Navy December 1, 1950, and served his country as a Navy Dental Technician. He was
honorably discharged at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, California, September 21,
1954, and was awarded the National Defense Service Medal and the Good Conduct
Medal.
While in the Navy, Reynold began his interest in clothing sales when he was employed at
J.C. Penney in Vallejo, California. After his return to Iowa in 1955, Reynold worked for
nine months at J.C. Penney in Denison. From there, Reynold was employed by Jim
Anderson for sixteen years at Anderson's Clothing, formerly Hoffines & Tim. On October 2,
1972 Reynold started his own men’s clothing store, “Reynolds”, which he was privileged to
operate for many years and is now owned by his sons. Reynold was honored to celebrate
his 75th birthday at the store.
Reynold was united in marriage to Roseann Paulsen November 4, 1965, at the Zion
Lutheran Church Chapel in Denison, Iowa. On November 4, 2005, Reynold and Roseann
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary with a dance and open house at the Five Mile
House. In 1970, Reynold and Roseann became charter members of Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Denison, Iowa. Having a strong Christian faith, Reynold was a member of the
Our Savior Choir and the church’s adult fellowship.
Since a young person, Reynold was involved with the Hayes Township Scheutzen Verin
(King Shoot) at the Five Mile House south of Westside, Iowa. It was the Five House and
Jo-Mart Steak House Reynold enjoyed to frequent because he could socialize and polka
to live music. Reynold loved watching basketball and football on television, especially his
favorite team the Kansas City Chiefs. He also took great pride watching his

grandchildren's sports and dance activities. Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune were his
television favorites. He also enjoyed going to the family farm during spring to harvest
asparagus.
Reynold always looked sharp with his neat and stylish attire which was highlighted by his
ever-ready smile and personality. He really loved people and visiting with them and as a
businessman, he was accommodating to everyone.
Reynold was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Roseann in 2017; four brothers,
Raymond, Leonard, Louie and Ralph Gehlsen; and three sisters, Florence Saunders,
Melvina Meyer and Blondina Stoffers. Survivors include: three sons, Brett Gehlsen and his
wife, Katie, and Troy Gehlsen and his wife, Deb, and Shawn Gehlsen; six grandchildren;
two sisters, Judy Joens and Sandra Hanson; other relatives and friends.

Cemetery
Crawford Heights Memory Gardens
Denison, IA, 51442

Comments

“

Ullerich Family lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Ullerich Family - May 28 at 05:27 PM

“

Shawn Meislahn lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Shawn Meislahn - May 23 at 07:17 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss of your father. Reynold was the epitome of a small
business man. He knew the true meaning of taking care of his customers and it is
quite obvious he taught you boys well. I will miss his smiles and his genuine ability to
care for people.

Loren Strait - May 08 at 08:53 AM

“

Reynold was everything and more that so many people have shared about him. The
picture you shared is how I always visualized him (with a big smile on his face). I first
met him when he was working at Anderson clothing in the late 1950's and he always
helped me to find what I was looking for no matter how much or how little I had to
spend. I admired his work ethic, his patience and his sense of humor. Maybe the best
things about Reynold's life is the three sons that are following in his footsteps. They
remind me so much of their wonderful father.
Bob Miller

Bob Miller - May 06 at 02:55 PM

“

Jean Barnes Warren lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Jean Barnes Warren - May 05 at 05:40 PM

“

My sympathy and prayers to your family. Reynold was a wonderful person, and
always took the time to share his smile and joy with others.

Peg Hoemann Fauser - May 05 at 01:57 PM

“

Kirk And Donna Davenport lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Kirk and Donna Davenport - May 05 at 01:44 AM

“

We were neighbors (Hagges) to the Gehlsens as long as I can remember. Great
family and wonderful neighbors! Several of the guys were hired hands for my dad. So
sorry to hear of Reynold's passing. Such a great guy! Always had a smile! He will be
missed by all who knew him.

Janice (Hagge) Monson - May 04 at 07:28 PM

“

Vicki Lyman lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Vicki Lyman - May 04 at 07:06 PM

“

Robin Schiltz lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Robin Schiltz - May 04 at 09:17 AM

“

I remember when Reynold worked at Anderson Clothing after which he opened the
store on the corner of 15th & Broadway- He had Ruby, Mary Ann and Virginia
working for him. He will be remembered for his pleasant personality. My thoughts and
prayers are with you all at this sad time.
God's Blessings

Jerry Boger - May 04 at 12:26 AM

“

So sad to hear of Reynolds passing. He was the best! A more caring and committed
business man you can not find. May he Rest In Peace.
Fred Farrell

Fred Farrell - May 03 at 12:53 PM

“

So Sorry to hear of your fathers passing. He raised a good family and he was a good guy
he will be missed.
Wilda - June 01 at 04:14 PM

“

I got my first sport coat from Reynold, just in time for senior pictures back in 1985,
when the store was on the corner to the east of where you are currently located.
Reynold probably sold thousands of people their first suit or coat. He was always
such a great professional, and he knew how to promote his business by his
appearance, always dressed to impress. His example certainly could be the model
for success. I’ve also known him through the 5 House, and it was always a pleasure
to spend time talking to him there. I offer my condolences to the family and all those
who grieve at Reynold’s passing.

Dale Wegner - May 03 at 12:34 PM

“

My name is Pat (Vondra Pennington) My Dad had Denison Furniture. My two sisters
and I, Margie, Francie and Pat would go to see Reynold every Father's Day,
Christmas, and Birthday. He would say "How much do you have to spend Vondra
Girls. We would tell him sometimes 3, 5 or 12. He would lovingly show us our options
and then wrap it with a big bow. At my fifth class reunion I stopped in to see him. He
was downstairs (1968) I told them to tell him there was a young girl and she had 20
to spend on her Dad. Seconds later he came running up the stairs with arms open
yelling "Vondra". I stopped every class reunion to see him. He was such a joy to us. I
will never forget his kindness to 3 young girls. What a privilege it was to know your
Dad. Please accept my deepest sympathy to your family. Pat Pennington

pat pennington - May 03 at 12:18 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the family. Reynold always had a fun conversation and a
smile for everyone. He was a fine gentleman.
Diane

Diane Roecker - May 03 at 11:54 AM

“

You have my sincere condolences on the loss of your father.

Lou Ann - May 03 at 09:06 AM

“

Laurie Hansen lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Laurie Hansen - May 03 at 12:17 AM

“

Jim And Fay S lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Jim and Fay s - May 02 at 05:29 PM

“

My deepest sympathy. Eric.

Eric Meislahn - May 02 at 03:54 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of your families. He was truly a wonderful
person.
God's Blessings!
Karen and Allan Wiebers

Karen Wiebers - May 02 at 02:58 PM

“

Reynold always had a smile on is face. Our thoughts and prayers to the family during
this time. God speed Reynold. We will meet again soon.

Rod & Nancy Bradley - May 02 at 01:14 PM

“

OUR SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY. What a GREAT man. He and Mom set a good
example to you. He will be missed by many. Prayers to the family.
Joleen and Earl Schultz.

Jo Schultz - May 02 at 12:09 PM

“

Always loved the man for a good laugh but this is a classic, about ten years ago we
stopped in the store for a shirt for a wedding and after he found me the right one of
course, we get to the counter to pay and I give him my card and the total on the
receipt was $ 300.00 on a $ 30.00 shirt, he quickly called Brett over to fix things and
with a wink Reynold told us this is why he has the boys here and he's on the floor
and we all laughed. To the family of Reynold you are in our thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time. John and Tracie Ward

John Ward - May 02 at 11:58 AM

“

I will miss him so much. Reynold was such a joy to visit with. He always had a smile
on his face. My sympathies to all the family.

Diane Smith - May 02 at 11:53 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies to the Gehlsen family. God keep you in His comforting
hands. Reynold Gehlsen was truly one of a kind!!! He will be missed by all.

Darvin & Deb Landgraf - May 02 at 11:30 AM

“

The Family Of Ruby Carstensen lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

the family of Ruby Carstensen - May 02 at 11:21 AM

“

Connie Doudy lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Connie Doudy - May 02 at 10:05 AM

“

Jim O'Neill & Family lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Jim O'Neill & Family - May 02 at 09:22 AM

“

The last time I saw Reynold was at the Past Time Lounge with his son, he would
always have us sit down and share some of his appetizers and buy us drinks. I will
always remember him when I took my parents to go shopping for them. Reynold was
a very special person through our family for years. His son's I have got to know,
however, I knew Troy through Iowa Central Community college when I was a Hall
Director. My condolences go out to his family. May he rest in pesce.

Janet K Reiser - May 02 at 08:17 AM

“

From 1st grade through high school, Reynold, as well as Roseanne were like a
second set of parents. I am deeply saddened by his passing. My deepest sympathies
to you Troy, Brett, Shawn and families!! If King Shoot doesn't take place this year due
to social distancing and all that, it will certainly be a time to reflect upon the heritage
that your dad passed down to so many, including myself. If it does take place I want
to be there as he is and will always be a cornerstone of the Verein. What a
tremendous man he was in the community. His legacy will live on through you three,
no doubt!

Kelly - May 02 at 04:59 AM

“

So very sorry to hear this. Reynold was so full of life and cheerful. Always a smile
and he knew you wherever you were and when he asked how you were, I think he
genuinely cared! I will miss seeing him every week.
To the family...he will leave a large void in your lives, and while you will miss him
terribly, he is now at home with his bride. May you all find peace in your memories,
and I’m sure there are many. You have our deepest sympathy and will be in our
thoughts and prayers.

Pam Sebring - May 01 at 11:45 PM

“

Love this picture. Knowing this amazing man has truly been a blessing in my life.
Used to stop at the store just to see his that smile and visit a minute or two or three.
He definitely left this world a better place. Enjoyed sharing worship with him at Reed
Place.
My prayers are with you 3 boys and families.

Lue Baker - May 01 at 11:30 PM

“

Reynold was one of the most gracious, kind, considerate and compassionate
persons I have ever had the pleasure to meet. He and Roseann were such a
wonderful couple and are now together once again in Heaven. Both were truly
Christian, living their lives accordingly. Reynold always had a kind word and always
stopped to visit when our paths crossed. He will certainly be welcomed as a member
the Heavenly Hosts with his contagious smile and wonderful laugh. He will be missed
but his memory will live on and will be treasured in the hearts of his family. God be
with you all.
Loren and Janice Jepsen

Loren and Janice Jepsen - May 01 at 11:03 PM

“

What a great photo of Reynold you chose for this site!! He certainly did NOT look or
act his age. I agree with others that he had a magnetic personality and a genuine,
sunny smile. And such an impeccable dresser, which he passed on to all of his boys.
His business success was founded on a deep Christian faith---"do unto others as you
would have them do unto you."
Our sympathies and prayers to his family: Troy, Brett, Shawn and families.
Renee and Butch Miller
Denison

Renee Miller - May 01 at 09:25 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Reynold’s passing! I know that he and Roseann are celebrating in
heaven. You have wonderful memories so keep those close in your heart and
celebrate! Love you all!

Jan Norgaard - May 01 at 08:17 PM

“

Your family is in our thoughts and prayers. Heaven has gained an amazing
gentleman.
The Dahleen, Jensen, Keim Families

Brenda K Jensen - May 01 at 08:00 PM

“

I was honored to be one of the first of four employees to be hired when Reynold
opened his first store! He was a lifelong friend of my dad and the Kolln family. He
was an amazing person and a joy to work for! RIP Reynold! My sympathy to the
Gehlson family.

Myrna Kolln - May 01 at 07:49 PM

“

Prayers to Reynolds family, Share the good memories. Cecelia Gallagher Thelen

Cecelia Gallagher Thelen - May 01 at 07:47 PM

“

Rosemary Saxon lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Rosemary Saxon - May 01 at 07:44 PM

“

I will always remember his welcoming smile and how he always made a point to stop
& say hello. He will be missed!

Linnae H. - May 01 at 06:37 PM

“

Vicki Lyman lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

Vicki Lyman - May 01 at 06:20 PM

“

To Gehlsen Family
We are deeply saddened by your loss, may our prayers guide his soul to our
Heavenly Father. You are in our thoughts and prayers.

Dale & Barb Carstensen - May 01 at 05:26 PM

“

QUANDTS lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

QUANDTS - May 01 at 05:10 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of his passing. He was one of the best. We will always
remember him with a smile because of his magnetic personality and sunny
disposition. We will miss him. Rest in peace Reynold. Don & Rose

Rose Thompson - May 01 at 05:10 PM

“

QUANDT FAMILY lit a candle in memory of Reynold L. Gehlsen

QUANDT FAMILY - May 01 at 05:09 PM

“

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with the Family during this Difficult time. Your Dad
was very dedicated to visit your Mom at EVENTIDE everyday. Now they are Happy
together in HEAVEN.

THE QUANDT FAMILY - May 01 at 05:06 PM

