Joseph C. Grothe
September 9, 1964 - July 25, 2017

Joseph Charles Grothe was born September 9, 1964, at Iowa Falls, Iowa, the son of
James and Josephine Fank Grothe. He passed away Tuesday, July 25, 2017, at St.
Anthony Regional Hospital in Carroll, Iowa, at the age of fifty-two.
Joe received his education at the Iowa Falls, Iowa, schools and was a 1983 graduate of
Iowa Falls High School. He was married to Jolene Risius and they were parents of one
son, Jon. On August 28, 1993, Joe was united in marriage to Sherri Wilken at the United
Church in Westside and they were blessed with the birth of two children, Nick and Katie.
He was employed as Westside’s town man when he relocated to Westside in 1990 and
later was employed by Connie Schoessler at C & D Electric in Westside from 1993 to
1999. Joe was currently employed as the manager of FAC Lumber in Arcadia.
Fixing things was his specialty and his homestead reflected that as it had to be cleaned
and fixed up. Having met his future wife at a horse sale, Sherri owned the horse that
needed breaking and Joe broke the horse so the relationship began. He enjoyed horses
and riding them, currently owning nine horses but previously owned as many as thirtyeight. They would go on trail rides with a group of other trail rider friends and traveled to
equestrian parks in Illinois, South Dakota, Missouri and Arkansas. Joe enjoyed grilling and
entertaining family and friends especially on Sundays. In his leisure time, he enjoyed fixing
tractors, camping, westerns, classics, Bonanza, John Wayne, Chaparral and playing
cards.
Joe was preceded in death by a brother. Survivors include: his wife, Sherri Grothe of
Westside, Iowa; three children: Jon Grothe, Nick Grothe and Katie Grothe, all of Westside;
two grandchildren, Michelle and Blake; his extended children; Jeremy Fank, Chris Sliefert
and Brooke Norgart; his parents, James and Josephine Grothe of Iowa Falls, Iowa; four
sisters: Margaret Grothe of Carroll, Iowa; Janice Hanson and her husband, Gary; and
Rebecca Bauer and her husband, David, all of Hastings, Minnesota; and Sarah Knowles
and her husband, Jodie,of Mason City, Iowa; parents-in-law, Merle and Judy Wilken;
brothers and sisters-in-law: Marty Wilken and his wife, Cary; Mike Wilken and his wife,
Laura; Matt Wilken and his wife, Janice; Lori Oeser and her husband, Greg, all of
Westside, Iowa; and Joni Wilken of Tustin, California; many nieces and nephews, other
relatives and friends.
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Comments

“

When I told my son Bill about Joe he was very sad to hear it. They use to play
together years ago. He was just too young to leave us. My heart goes out to his
family. There are no words. God be with you. Love, Connie Lyman

Connie Lyman - August 01, 2017 at 11:11 PM

“

Sarah Knowles lit a candle in memory of Joseph C. Grothe

Sarah Knowles - August 01, 2017 at 11:25 AM

“

I really enjoyed working with Joe and getting to know him. We will keep Joe and his
family in our prayers. Especially the time he let the kids ride horses. God's blessings
- Scott, Martha, Anthony and Ellie Sibbel

Scott Sibbel - July 29, 2017 at 10:11 AM

“

Kurby Gress lit a candle in memory of Joseph C. Grothe

Kurby Gress - July 29, 2017 at 07:28 AM

“

I am still shocked this gentle man has passed. Joe will be truly missed by so many
people in our local communities.
My deepest sympathy to Sherri, Jon, Nick, Katie and extended family.
God bless you Joe. Rest in Peace, gentle man!

Stephanie Hansen - July 28, 2017 at 09:29 PM

“

Sherri and family,
We are so sorry for your loss! Joe will be missed by many. We will miss seeing him at
cards and the bar. All our love.
JR & Shannon

Shannon Reising - July 28, 2017 at 03:16 PM

“

Joe brought so much joy to everyone around him. He'll be missed by many. I
remember attending a horse sale once and he was there and we were selling a
mare- she was more than I wanted to handle and Joe was right there volunteering to
lead her into the ring for me. I didn't know Joe that well but from there on we were
horsy friends. Sherri- knowing Joe if there was a place between heaven and earth
where he could come meet you, I'm sure he'd be there! Thinking of you and the
family.

Barb Blair - July 28, 2017 at 08:49 AM

“

Dear Sherri and family. . . .A good friend once told me - - An old Native American
Proverb reads: "When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced. - - Live your
life in a manner so that when you die the world cries and you rejoice." Please know
that our little communities are all mourning with you and praying for you during this
incredibly difficult time. Rest in Peace Joe. . .
Jim and Barb Niehaus

Barb Niehaus - July 27, 2017 at 05:45 PM

“

Sherrie you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers during this very difficult. Rich
and Myrna Schwarte
Rich and Myrna Schwarte - July 28, 2017 at 03:50 PM

“

I lost track of Joe after high school, but I vividly remember that he always had a smile
and a joke. He could always bring a smile to your face. My thoughts and prayers go
out to the family

Gene Newgaard - July 27, 2017 at 05:44 PM

“

I remember many days walking to school with Joe, we even fell in the creek a few
times trying to take a shortcut.

Kevin Heitland - July 27, 2017 at 04:30 PM

“

I went to school with Joe in Iowa Falls. Always a smile on his face and a kind word
for everyone. My thoughts and prayers are with his family during this difficult time.

Barbara Lynn - July 27, 2017 at 04:11 PM

“

So terribly sorry to hear of Joe's passing today. It was almost 20 years ago that Joe
gave me an opportunity to work with him at FAC. He always treated me with respect,
and helped a young traveling manufacturer's representative to mutually grow our
businesses.
Prayers to his family during this difficult time. - Brian Grisham

Brian Grisham - July 27, 2017 at 01:31 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the incredibly sad news of Joe passing. I worked with Joe
while I was at FAC,. He was a good man who I respected and enjoyed talking with.
My thoughts and prayers are with you all. - Piper Loppnow

Piper Loppnow - July 27, 2017 at 12:36 PM

“

So very shocked when I heard from Jerod. Joe was larger than life much like my Bill
was. Joe and his family always made a person feel welcome and would do anything
they could for you, I was so touched when they came to Dubuque for my Bill's
wake.....so much kindness. Joe is going to be missed by so many that loved and
respected the very genuine and special person he was and always will be. We will all
meet again and I'm sure Bill was very happy to welcome Joe to the Cowboys
heaven. God Bless and keep his family during this very sad time and although it's
hard to fathom.....time will help dull the pain but it will not ever fill the loss. May Joe
rest peacefully in God's loving arms waiting for the next trail ride and next chance to
cook for his friends
Karen Liljestrom Boge

Karen Liljestrom Boge - July 27, 2017 at 10:57 AM

“

Dave And Cheryl DeMan lit a candle in memory of Joseph C. Grothe

Dave and Cheryl DeMan - July 27, 2017 at 10:40 AM

“

My sympathy Sheri and family. Losing a husband and father so young is devastating
but with the love and support from family and friends you will get through this. He will
always be in your hearts. God bless.

Bev Vonnahme - July 27, 2017 at 10:31 AM

“

The news of Joe's passing came as a tremendous shock to our family, Cowboy Joe
will remain in our hearts as a horse lover eager to share that passion with all who
wished to ride as well as a great friend to share a cold Grain Belt and conversation
with. We look forward to seeing you again at the last round up at Heaven's Cowboy
Camp to enjoy a plate of your Sunday morning hash. Doug & LeAnne Blanchard

Doug & LeAnne Blanchard - July 27, 2017 at 09:31 AM

“

Joe was a great part of my life growing up in Iowa Falls he will forever be in my
memory and my prayers and thoughts are with Grothe family! Rest in peace Joe!
Kevin Reglein

Kevin Reglein - July 27, 2017 at 09:18 AM

“

Grothe Family, so sorry to hear the sad news of Joe passing. I have worked with Joe over
the past several years, my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. May God's
peace be with you. Craig Poldberg Midwest Pro Marketing
Craig Poldberg - July 27, 2017 at 10:41 AM

“

Oh my where to begin,No matter how bad of a day I'd be having or how bad of a
mood I was I in, Joe could ALWAYS MAKE ME SMILE. There really should b more
guys like him. Gonna miss the shit out of him. Rest in peace Joe. My thoughts &
prayers to the family.

Tenna Remmick - July 27, 2017 at 04:27 AM

“

Joe taught us all about unconditional love. God bless you, Joe. I love you, Sherri and
family. May peace come easily, gently and soon.

Kim Mason - July 26, 2017 at 11:47 PM

“

Joe was one of the greatest guys I have ever had the pleasure of knowing and he
had a large impact in my life. Not only did he teach me how to ride a horse, he taught
me how to be a decent person and stand for something in life. Gonna miss him a lot.
I wish I could be there to pay my respects in person. My heartfelt thoughts and
prayers to the family during this difficult time. Rest in peace my friend.

Joel Mumm - July 26, 2017 at 10:38 PM

“

Simply amazing man!! He will be deeply missed by many. Prayers to the Grothe
family!

Tiff Roetman - July 26, 2017 at 10:16 PM

“

So sorry Sherri and family! Sorry I can't be there. Please know you all are in my
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time! Sending much love!
Melissa Gillespie

Melissa - July 26, 2017 at 10:13 PM

“

My prayers for the Grothe family, hugs and love to you Sherri
Laurie Prichard
Patient registrations

Laurie Prichard - July 26, 2017 at 09:47 PM

“

Jonathon, you have our deepest sympathy. You were a little boy when you lived in
Manilla, and your dad helped out at the welding shop, once in awhile. We've had
contact with him over the years, and always enjoyed visiting with him. He was a good
guy. He will be missed by anyone who knew him. The Gruhn's

Sandra Gruhn - July 26, 2017 at 09:03 PM

“

Happy Trails

Allen & Lynn Riesenberg - July 26, 2017 at 09:03 PM

“

Joe will be missed, such a nice guy! Prayers to you Sherri & your family!

Tammy gangestad - July 26, 2017 at 08:55 PM

“

Joe was a great person and missed by all. My sympathy to his family.

Becki Miller - July 26, 2017 at 08:29 PM

“

We are thinking of you all and remembering Joe

Mark & Jolene Stoelk - July 26, 2017 at 08:09 PM

“

Joe was such a great guy! Always with a smile,always made me laugh. He was a
great person, I will miss him. Prayers to Sherri and threat of the family.

Dawn Uhlenkamp - July 26, 2017 at 08:09 PM

“

Will miss talking him and seeing his smile. My deepest sympathy to the Grothe
family.

Shirley Thornhill - July 26, 2017 at 08:04 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of Joe's family!

Candi (Olson) Patras - July 26, 2017 at 07:55 PM

“

Thoughts and Prayers to the Grothe family!!

Paul and Pam Wiese - July 26, 2017 at 07:28 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Joe. We are on a mini vacation in St. Louis. I will stop by when
we get back from Wisconsin in a few weeks. In my prayers.

Brenda (Fank) Owen - July 26, 2017 at 07:07 PM

“

Joe was a great guy, always enjoyed talking to him when we crossed paths. He will
be missed by many. My thoughts and prayers are with you all at this sad time
God's Blessings.

Jerry Boger - July 26, 2017 at 07:07 PM

“

My heart is breaking for the Grothe family. So many great memories of Joe. Keeping
all of you in my prayers and sending my deepest sympathy. Rest in peace Joe.

Jane (Scharn) Nees - July 26, 2017 at 05:45 PM

“

What a guy!! Our deepest sympathies to the Grothe family. We will be thinking and
praying for all of you the next days. Joe will be missed.

Bruce & Mae Vonnahme - July 26, 2017 at 04:18 PM

