Mary Jane Brasel
December 11, 1928 - March 20, 2020

Mary Jane Brasel, the daughter of Jay William Ahart and Marian Elizabeth McCabe, was
born on December 11, 1928 in Dow City, Iowa, and passed away peacefully in her sleep
on Friday, March 20, 2020 at the age of 91 years at Highline Place in Littleton, Colorado.
Mary Jane grew up on a farm in Dow City and attended the Dow City School, graduating
from high school with the class of 1946. After graduation, Mary Jane worked at her
father’s International Harvester Dealership and later married Leonard “Russell” Brasel on
March 2, 1954. Mary and Russell Brasel of Dow City were united in marriage at St. Mary
Catholic Church in Dow City, this union was blessed with one son and one daughter. They
farmed and raised “greyhound” racing dogs which gave the Dow City school its mascot
name. While Russell became postmaster of the Dow City Post Office, Mary Jane took an
active roll in raising her family. Later she worked in Denison at Broadway Fashions and
later became a Real Estate Agent with the McCord Insurance Real Estate Company. Mary
Jane loved meeting and working with people in the community.
After the death of Russell, the Brasel Family bought the Dow City Hardware building
where they completely remodeled the building and made it a Memorial Building in the
memory of Russell Brasel to be enjoyed by the community. Mary Jane took such pride in
the building and loved scheduling and getting ready for events. Whether it be a funeral,
wedding, or graduation, she was always there to help, and after the event she would clean
the facility spending hours to make it shine for the next group.
Mary Jane loved living on the farm where she raised cattle. Despite being a hard worker,
Mary Jane was incredibly social enjoying getting together with her dear friends where they
played cards, dominos and went out to eat. They enjoyed many road trips to Branson,
Colorado, Omaha and neighboring towns. She was an active member of the United
Methodist Church. One of her greatest joys was spending time with her three grandsons.
Mary Jane spent the last couple years at Cherry Hills Assisted Living in Centennial,
Colorado, where she enjoyed making new friends and seeing family on a regular basis.
Mary Jane is preceded in death by her husband, Leonard “Russell” Brasel; parents, Jay
William and Marian Elizabeth Ahart; two sisters: Mable Jean and Kathleen; three brothers:
John Louis, Richard Jay, and William Lee. She is survived by her two children: Susan

Anne and Timothy Jay of Greenwood Village, Colorado; daughter-in-law, Janet Michele of
Greenwood Village, Colorado; three grandchildren: Tyler Jay and Justin Thomas of
Greenwood Village, Colorado and Colton Russell of Campbell, California; sister, Bonnie
Glotfelty of Ames, Iowa; brother, Edward Ahart of Anaheim, California; and many relatives
and friends.
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Comments

“

Tim and Susan our hearts are saddened to hear of Mary Jane's passing. She was a
beautiful, classy lady who made many friendships. She always wanted to take care
of the team at CHAL telling them to sit down or eat and telling stories of years past
on the farm. She loved the other residents and she will always be loved by many.
She will be greatly missed.

Jenn Townsend - April 11 at 08:38 AM

“

Janet Kluver lit a candle in memory of Mary Jane Brasel

janet kluver - April 01 at 12:14 PM

“

Oh, Susan, I'm so sorry to hear about your mom! My condolences to Tim as well.
I once had a lovely afternoon with Mary Jane. It was in 1981, I think, after the
dreadful accident in Florida, Pete was interviewing for a teaching & coaching job in
Dow City, so I went out to the Brasel farm to spend some time with your mom.
She graciously served me tea & cookies (I remember they were buttery & really
good!) and brought out a photo album that had pictures of Kim's car. I should say
what was left of the car! God was with you girls on that day! She had tears in her
eyes thinking of what could have happened that night - but didn't! Then she turned
the page to something more pleasant & her twinkly eyes & smile returned!
All too soon it was time to return to Dow City and she graciously invited me to bring
Pete out to the farm for a dinner with her. I only wish we could have accepted but we
had to drive back to Ringsted. I will always remember how warm she was, how
welcome she made me feel, and how pleased she was to meet another of her
daughter's friends.
We're more than friends - we're twins born on July 11th! I wish you hadn't graduated
Westmar so soon after I began there, but I'm thrilled we've kept in touch through
these years. I had wonderful visits the times I came to Denver, once with Kim & once
by myself.

You are a very special person, Susan, and I know some of it came from your lovely
mother. I'm so very sorry for your loss. Love you, Julie Dahle DeRosa
Julie Dahle DeRosa - March 26 at 10:22 PM

“

A fellow music major with Susan, I’ve had the privilege of knowing the Brasel family
since those Westmar days. Most recently, over an extended period encompassing
the entire 2019 holiday season, I accompanied Susan almost daily to what we
dubbed “Mary Jane’s Party Palace!” to capture the atmosphere of joy, ease, and just
plain fun of being with her mom. Bringing Mary Jane her daily smoothie, float, or
Orange Julius, the party would commence when Susan and I poured our grape juice
librations and broke out the Cheetos that her mom graciously shared. I am grateful
for those afternoons in the company of this most charming, and engaging woman.
Though I miss Mary Jane, I’ll always remember those afternoons, and the previous
decades of memories with the Brasel family, with a grateful smile.

Kimberly Sether Koehn - March 26 at 05:51 PM

“

Mary Jane was such a special person. She was so kind & generous. She sent me $5
every year for my birthday all the way through college.
I always loved seeing her. She just made you happier by her presence. What a loss
for this world. Heaven has definitely gained an angel...one of the best. I am so sorry
for your loss Tim & Susan. I will be there to celebrate her life.

Christine DeMey - March 26 at 02:39 PM

“

Mary Jane was my Ahart cousin who made me smile every time I visited Dow City.
She & my dad were penpals for years. She will be missed. Condolences to Tim &
Susan & the grandsons. Love, Andrea Kay Smith

Andrea Kay Smith - March 25 at 11:53 AM

“

Our loss. Heavens gain. Truly an icon. Our sympathy to her family. Ralph and Donna
Waderich

Donna Waderich - March 25 at 10:45 AM

“

I am so sorry for the loss of your mom. She was a great lady and always took the
time to chat when she would see me in town.

Ashley Laubscher Breese - March 24 at 09:22 PM

“

So sorry for your loss ! Your mom was one of the great ladys of Dow City !

Paul Laubscher - March 24 at 08:37 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Mary Jane’s passing. I have many good memories of our
adventures with “the widow women” and my. Mom. Trips to Branson and playing
cards. So much fun! Dow City lost another classy lady.

karen north - March 24 at 06:33 PM

“

20 files added to the album Memories Album

Colton - March 24 at 05:49 PM

“

Dear Susan and Tim and family, Thinking of you at this sad time. We always enjoyed
visiting with your Mom--she always had a smile and kind words. Dow City will miss
her as will we. In these uncertain days, know we would all be there to give you our
sympathy in person if we could. Wishing you comfort and peace Sincerely, Sue and
Jim Stephens

Sue Stephens - March 24 at 04:25 PM

“

Mary Jane was a women of strength and always welcoming to anybody anytime. She
truly was a gift to all who knew her, enjoyed staying busy all the time and a very hard
worker all her life. I felt very blessed to have the opportunity to see her when I was
able and enjoy her company. She was so loving, truly loved to sit and watch any
sports games on the TV.

Tim and Susan the last 2 years of her life have been truly the best kids a mother
could have, going daily once or twice, ordering meals and making sure she would eat
them. Flowers all the time in her room along with a full supply of food to keep her
busy during the day.
Mary Jane was a blessing to all who came into contact with her and even the other
residents would sit and watch TV in her room at times for several hours.
Her smile and wonderful nature will be a blessing to me and was all the time I went to
see her. Rest and peace and know I was blessed by you Mary Jane and continue to
blessed daily. You are missed and loved by all.
Love u Suzanne Clark and Hilton (dog)
Suzanne Clark - March 24 at 02:40 PM

“

It is tough to lose your Mom. Our sympathy goes out to Susan, Tim and families. May
you remember the great times you had with her. Always very sweet.

Marilyn Ettleman - March 24 at 02:25 PM

“

Always delightful, always coiffed, always kind, always smiling. I feel blest to have
known her. This is a great loss for Dow City, for Denison, for Crawford County, and
for her family. I offer my deep condolences for the loss of a Great Lady.

Judy Brodersen - March 24 at 01:16 PM

“

Mary Jane was my first Sunday school teacher at Dow City Methodist church and as
a grade schooler we would go to her hardware store and visit with her over the noon
hour. Pearl Putnam was able to get the two of us out of school to attend her wedding.
Mary Jane was a special person to every one in the community. Sympathy and
prayers to the family. Dorothy Sharp Long

dorothy long - March 24 at 12:57 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of your mom. I just remember her always looking so beautiful.
Prayers to you and your family.

Janet McClure - March 24 at 12:52 PM

“

Thoughts and Prayers to Susan, Tim and Families. Your Mom was a Beautiful person
inside and out! Hugs to you all! Jeanie Kolln Goslar

Jeanie Goslar - March 24 at 12:12 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Mary Jane's passing. She was always so kind and thoughtful to
everyone. She was very dedicated to Dow City. My thoughts and prayers are with
you.

Jerry Boger - March 24 at 12:04 PM

“

Heartbreaking news, prayers to the family, she was such a kind soul to everyone,
Mary Jane will be missed dearly!

Tammy Carey - March 24 at 11:53 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Brasel family. Mary Jane was one of a kind! She was a
"staple" in our beautiful little Methodist Church. She always had a positive kind word
for everyone. I always had a connection with this family, often babysitting for Susan
and Tim, and later years having Susan sing at my sister Monica's funeral. Mary Jane
did God's work on earth and now he has welcomed her home.

Myrna Kolln - March 24 at 11:47 AM

“

Always a lovely lady..a joy to talk to..

Jean ang - March 24 at 10:40 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to the Brasel Family. I will always remember her for her beautiful
warm smile. Kathy “Charlie” Kuhlman-Jacobs.

Kathy Kuhlman - March 24 at 10:28 AM

“

Tim, Susan and family...your Mom was a very special lady to so many of us. She
always had a smile and I missed seeing her when she moved to Colorado. Our
sympathies to all of you....

Joni Houston - March 24 at 10:20 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss. MaryJane is a beautiful lady that always will hold a
special place in my heart when ever I think of Dow City and the United Methodist
Church. Rest with why angels.

Cindy Brightwell - March 24 at 10:02 AM

“

Denny and I are sorry for your loss. She was a kind person. DaNette Waderich

DANETTE M WADERICH - March 24 at 09:40 AM

“

So sad to hear of Mary Jane's passing, but what a grand reunion she is having with
family & friends!! I had many cups of coffee and visits with her. She was a super
sweet woman who enjoyed everyone & everything. We had many good laughs and
she loved Dow City. I learned alot of Dow City history from her. RIP dear lady. You
will be missed.

Ronda Chase - March 24 at 09:29 AM

“

Maryjane was a dear lady.. I so enjoyed fixing her hair, she was a beautiful lady. Took
so much pride in the way she looked.. and always was put together.. so enjoyed
talking homes and properties with her.. Rest In Peace and Beauty

loribeam83@gmail.com - March 24 at 08:47 AM

“

Mary Jane attended many Cary family events. She will be greatly missed. Mary Jane
had a kindness and pride for our children I will always treasure.

Heather Cary - March 24 at 07:03 AM

“

Mary Jane was a classy lady with a heart of GOLD! To the Brazel family, I’m so sorry
for your loss. R.I.P. Mary Jane

Barbara Blunk Oviatt - March 24 at 12:48 AM

“

Mary Jane was such a wonderful lady. She definitely a mainstay in the town of Dow
City. She never knew a stranger and always had a smile. She will be truly missed!!
Becky Clark Wigeland

Becky Clark Wigeland - March 24 at 12:34 AM

“

My sympathy goes out to the Brasel family! Mary Jane was just such a real pleasure
to be around. I always had a great visit and a lot of humor when she would come into
the salon. She will be missed by many. Love and peace to you Mary Jane.

jan Eggers - March 23 at 09:03 PM

“

I will always remember Nema’s kindness and that special glowing smile which was
contagious with anyone she came in contact with. She will be dearly missed. With
heartfelt sympathy,
Rachel Fix

Rachel Fix - March 23 at 08:14 PM

“

6 files added to the album Memories Album

Timothy Brasel - March 23 at 08:02 PM

“

Sad to here this! We need to celebrate her life and the memories she left us. Truly
blessed!

Dan Brasel - March 23 at 07:48 PM

“

25 files added to the album Memories Album

Timothy Brasel - March 23 at 04:49 PM

